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condition of the march to Indian nationhood and ultimate self-
government within the Empire." Lord Harris, who moved the prin-
cipal resolution, observed that they had been opponents on many
public questions, but he could say that while Pherozeshah was "a
most resolute fighter, keen in argument and firm in adhering to his
principles, he was as fair a fighter as he had ever met, either in
England or India."
It was but natural that the loss which the nation had sustained
should be most deeply felt in Bombay where, for over a generation,
he had exercised a dominant influence ova: her many-sided activities.
For more years than one cared to recall, there had hardly been a
movement of any importance which had either not been initiated,
guided or controlled by him. And Bombay had been supremely
happy in the possession of her "uncrowned king." Through his
personality and achievements, he had raised her status and import-
ance, and secured her a pride of place in the country. Thought
regarded as an autocrat, the power he wielded had been exercised cm
the whole with remarkable restraint and judgment. It was, therefore,
with a feeling akin to dismay that Bombay learnt that he was no
more. And yet, the full import of the event could not be borne in at
the moment of its occurrence. As The Bombay Chronicle observed:
The time indeed is not yet when we can adequately appreciate
it. As the years go on, and we miss his guiding presence, his eagle-
eyed watchfulness over the public interest, his fearless lead in the
civic or political arena, his commanding personality and the
healthy liberal atmosphere which he brought into every disoisskm
or controversy, we shall look back to the days when lie was
among us and realize, perhaps, in its just measure, all that be did
for his city, for his country, for the empire.
It is easy to exaggerate the virtues of the dead Too oftsen we fiod
justified the witty adaptation of the old tag, de mourns mbH msi
bunkum. In the case of Pherozeshah, however, the difficulty was to
find words which would fittingly describe his maay-skfcd career aad
personality. The Times of India?* parting tribute came nearer than
any other to being the most adequate. It spoke of his gjreat services